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Remarks by Rep, Kika de la Garza, D-Texas
Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture
On the death of the Hon. Edward R. Madigan of Illinois,
Former Ranking Republican Member of the Committee
and Former Secretary of Agriculture
December 8,1994

It was with the most profound regret that I learned today of the death of my
long-time colleague and good friend Rep. Ed Madigan. For over two decades it was
my pleasure to work with Rep. Madigan, as a Member of the House, as a member
and Republican leader on the Agriculture Committee, and as secretary of agriculture
during the Bush Administration.
As a congressman and Republican leader on the Agriculture Committee, Ed
Madigan represented his district well. During my tenure as chairman, we worked
together and accomplished much for America's farmers and consumers .accomplishments that would have been difficult, if not impossible, without his innate
sense of bipartisanship and fair play. He was a' public servant in the truest sense of
the word.
As secretary of agriculture, he successfully led the U.S. Department of
Agriculture during a time of change. It should be noted that the groundwork for much
of the current restructuring of USDA was done under his leadership.
Both as ranking minority member and as secretary, Rep. Madigan had a keen
appreciation of the importance of agricultural trade. As a committee member, he
strongly supported export promotion, and as secretary he played a key role in GATT
and other important negotiations.
I will always remember Ed Madigan for his gentlemanly demeanor, his intellect,
his sense of humor, his dedication to public service, and his basic goodness of soul
and spirit. He was a role model worthy of emulation by current and future members
of the House. My prayers are with his family and many friends around the country
during this period of mourning.
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